Social Studies

iy : Using Resources
In Action 3 . .
A Methodology Workshop, K-5 Usi ng Artifacts

What does an image tell us?
Here are images from three periods of American history. What can you observe in each image?

Based on your observations, what can you surmise about the people, the land, the technologies, or
the social and cultural aspects of the period?

Engraving




Photo 1

Main Street, Breckenridge, Colorado, about 1889. Photo courtesy of Denver Public Library.

Photo 2

Main Street, Plain City, Ohio, 1938. Photo courtesy of the Library of Congress.




Engraving

Read sample observations about the image.

This is a seacoast
with hills right

These ships
have large sails

near the shore.

These huts are
the only building
that you see.
Animal skins are
spread on the
roof. There is a
fire in the hut.

These men are wearing skins
and feathers in their hair.
They are barefoot and carry
bows and arrows.

These men have beards and
are dressed in European-
style clothes. They wear hats

and shoes and carry swords.

These men
have canoes
with paddles.
They are dis-
playing an
animal skin.

These men
might be trad-
ing shells for a
knife.




Read sample observations about the image.

Photo 1

The buildings are made
of wood and do not
have signs on them.

There are some poles,
but no wires are visible.

The only vehicle you
can see is a horse and

buggy.

The men on the side-
walks are all wearing
hats.

The sidewalks are
raised above the street
and are made of wood.

The street is unpaved.




Photo 2

Read sample observations about the image.

Some buildings -
are made of brick. There are street lights
and telephone poles.

There are a few signs
on the buildings.
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There are several | fi‘

cars on the street.

The streets are paved Atriple-dip \ce-cream
and have designated cone costs five cents.
parking spaces.
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